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Abstract 
In this article lexical eidos has been introduced and interpreted in terms of linguistics as an invariant associative notional complex 
assigned to a word in the consciousness of communicants, which is based not only on the word semantic structure, grammatical 
formation, word-formative structure, motivational connections. Cognitive linguistics has always taken interest in such language 
system universal units revealing. Lexical eidos includes the programme for all particular meanings of a word, each variant has 
subtle reference to a model which manages the process of transferred meanings semiosis. 
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1. Introduction 
 
The epistemological and methodological meaning of comprehension is linked not only to the actively practical 
and sociocultural context of cognition, but also to its personalization. If the knowledge is dominantly discursive, 
then the comprehension also contains essentially nonverbalizing components, since it relies on memory, 
imagination, perception, constructive activity of the consciousness, the subject’s life experience, his/her feelings, 
body movements etc. The comprehension phenomenon occurs when the cognition object is built into the integrity of 
the person’s social world. All the cases relate to identification of a certain content of the human experience. 
Actually, the things which the speaker knows must correspond to something that the interpreter knows, so that 
he/she could understand the speaker, because if the speaker is understood, it means that they are in the same 
cognitive domain. 
The task of the comprehensive study of the language and the speech requires considering such existential 
possibilities as «listening» and «silence». Listening demonstrates, first of all, the connection between the speech and 
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the comprehension. A human being is a listening creature, because he/she initially aims at understanding. According 
to M. Heidegger, listening constitutes «the ability to be» since in the course of listening not only the others become 
open to the person, but he/she is open to the rest. However, listening as an existential possibility should not be 
confused with the sensorial perception of acoustic signals. Specific acoustic behavior of a person is rooted in the 
original «understanding listening». It is proven by the fact that listening is majorly «about what», and not «about 
how». Understanding «what» the speech is about is the condition for any dialogue to take place (Heidegger, 1961). 
Silence is the second potential possibility of the speech which illustrates its material connection with 
comprehension. Thanks to this connection a person can make something clear without words. Silence demonstrates 
understanding of the speech only when at a certain moment the person is silent, while the others expect him to be 
talkative. Therefore, we can say that only in a true conversation (Rede) the real silence is possible. Silence as a 
speech mode articulates comprehension and acts as the base for the ability to listen. 
The perspective on the flow of verbal and mental processes in the human consciousness presented in this research 
is not in contradiction with the growing volume of empirical data linked to coping with the legacy of the Cartesian 
dualism when the mind and the brain go together on one side and the body, i.e., the organism minus the brain, stays 
on the other side. And really, cognition is underlying not only the speech activity, but also the existence mode of all 
the living. The boldest outlooks on the nature of the sign and the word represent them as dual-sided subject matters; 
the substance is in a certain way “affixed” to its form, and the form acts as the means of transportation of the 
meaning from one communicant to the other.  
However, the culmination of the speech is the expression whose structure, as shown above, is perceived by the 
language philosophers somewhat controversially. The expression in its existential mode of being represents the 
result of comprehending construction. Its structure includes the following components: demonstration which allows 
seeing the gist of the expression itself; predication which shows the form of its demonstration; message, i.e. 
«pronunciation» of the expression which allows providing the other people with the result of the construction. The 
«pronunciation» of speech in the expression records the moment of the language inception.  
1.1 Interpretation of sign objects and sense generation 
Relying on the modern context of the language philosophy, R. Pavilenis presents his own theory of generation of 
the expression (sense). This theory takes into account the fact that the sense of any sign object is generated on the 
basis of the senses which the subject already possesses in respect of the sign objects he/she learnt before and which 
act as analyzers of the perceived (conceptualized) sign object. To understand sign objects in the context means to 
interpret them in a certain conceptual system, i.e., to be able to build a definite structure of senses (concepts) which, 
in its turn, is linked by the intentional attitude of interpretation with other structures of the conceptual system.  
This provision requires the following clarification: we need to remind that for us the sense is not just a simple 
meaning recorded in dictionaries, but a meaning which is refracted and modified in the context. For instance, an arm 
stretched at the right moment is perceived as salvation (besides, there is a certain metonymic symbolization); heavy 
shoes in a shop - as «bricks» (an occasional sense due to the metaphor). 
Intentional interconnection and interdependence of the concepts of the conceptual system, the holistic nature of 
interpretation, «filling the voids», «building bridges» between the concepts, and therefore, coping with differences, 
distances, contrasts or other incompatibilities – being itself a source of the sense – constitute the essence of the 
nature and comprehension of the sense. The latter determines the intentional orientation of any conceptualization of 
the world and any opinions about it representing the knowledge. 
Since the language signs are used to denote other sign objects which are already interpreted in the conceptual 
system and are linked with the senses, then they act as signs of the signs, and all the signs are interpreted in the same 
conceptual system. Thanks to the language, an individual gains an opportunity to step over the experience of the 
actual direct perception of the world and to enter the space of the possible, thus expanding significantly the 
conceptual system horizons. 
Assumption of existence of the preverbal interpretation of sign objects is consistent both logically and 
empirically: the language signs could not be introduced the conceptual system, if the system would not avail of the 
senses (concepts) of the sign objects with which the linguistic signs correlate as proper sign objects of the world. In 
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this regard, R. Pavilenis states that along with the physical genetic heritage an individual «comes into this world 
with his own semantic legacy, unique original, fundamental structure of the senses» (Pavilenis, 1086). The last 
provision needs our explanation: as shown above, there is a doubt about inheritance of specific language knowledge 
in a certain organization. On the whole, we can admit the inborn nature of the intellect to which the language 
learning is associated: we are born with genetic physical properties of the body, the nervous system and the brain 
which ensure development of the intellectual processing capabilities. The latter allows the individual to perceive and 
to conceptualize the world, including the period which precedes the language learning. 
Finally, important is the fact that the individual creates, perceives and processes information acting in the proper 
cognitive area. The cognitive science considers the factor which plays the main role in learning of word semantics, 
namely, the factor of «presence» of the person in the language. The essence of this principle posits that every 
phenomenon is reviewed taking into account the fact that the language reflects the interaction between the 
communicative, cultural and functional factors. Undoubtedly, in this case the Observer is an important figure, since 
he/she describes simultaneously the organism and the environment.  
In terms of biosemiotics demonstration of the person’s cognitive activity is linked with his/her ability to interact 
with the environment and other people. Cognition is the means of acquisition of data about the objective reality with 
the purpose of active integration of the organism and its adaptation to the experienced world. In this regard, one of 
the fundamental language functions is the broadening of the cognitive area of the person’s interaction taking into 
account that his/her distinctive ability is the existence in the symbolic environment which is characterized rather by 
social than by physical parameters and scales. 
1.2 Polysemy in cognitive aspect 
Linguists face the challenge associated with polysemy – to define the necessary contextual features or meaning of 
the word. Among the causes of the expansion of the range of use of an existing word with fixed meaning, the main 
ones are extralinguistic ones. Various historical, social, economic, technological, and other changes in people's lives 
give rise to the need to generate new names.  
Notably the meanings perceived now as figurative, can eventually become direct or primary, and vice versa, 
especially as a result of the loss of direct meaning code (for example, the dictionaries traditionally defined the first 
meaning of the English noun “coach” as a “carriage”, now more dictionaries put the meaning “passenger coach” 
first, on the basis of use frequency). This process, called “semantic derivation” or “attributes formation”, manifests 
itself as a tendency of language, the propensity to order symbol connections and relations with the need to reflect the 
endless contacts between objects. Furthermore, the technical and general progress leads to creation of neologisms: 
languages, in which the word formation is underdeveloped, are filling gaps in the vocabulary by adding new 
meanings to the existing word forms. 
Principle of equality of words and meanings would turn sign in a fixed device, devoid of the ability to transfer 
movement from the specific to the abstract, from the literal to the figurative, from the particular to the general. If 
each character would perform only one function, the language would be just a collection of labels. At the same time, 
it is impossible to imagine a language, where signs would be so mobile that they wouldn’t mean anything outside 
the specific situations. This implies that the nature of a verbal sign must be both constant and mobile.  
In general, despite the fact that multiple words complicate the process of communication it is an effective means 
to transfer the infinite diversity of human thoughts and feelings. Creation of separate denotation for each individual 
object, phenomena or class of objects, facts and phenomena would result in excessive amplification of the lexical 
system, which would make it very difficult to use. Polysemy is a linguistic economy.  
However, it should be noted that quite often polysemy studies excluded extra-linguistic factor from the linguistic 
research. Under this approach, the meanings are formed and interact on its own, without the involvement of human 
consciousness, and the polysemy is based on logical-conceptual, theoretical modeling of the connection between 
language and cognition. 
This research proposes a solution of the most complicated problem of understanding and operating of 
polysemous words the use of which poses a grinding difficulty for phenomenological analysis (and others), since 
any consciousness – phenomenological or ordinary – cannot but ignore the fact that polysemy unfavours mutual 
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understanding.  
Carrying out the research task related to the study of semantic layers of different levels, ideal object revealing 
regardless of material substances, definition of the most significant, essential, and general semantic and mental 
properties, qualities and mechanisms of consciousness and basing on the theory of eidos in phenomenology we 
introduced the concept of lexical eidos (LE) interpreted as an aggregate of the most significant universal semantic 
components which are intuitively defined in the course of phenomenological reduction and are unchanged in the 
stream of meanings variation composing the semantic formula of a word or phrase; lexical eidos content is revealed 
at the level of scientific and logical consciousness (Pesina, Solonchak, 2014). 
The knowledge of lexical eidos or semantic formula of a word can help to avoid the necessity to keep in mind all 
figurative meanings. Each actualization of a meaning of a polysemous word leads to the formation of some 
persistent knowledge. This means some ideal immanence which refers us to further significant interrelations of 
possible syntheses. It makes possible to talk about system language meanings (in contrast to speech context 
realizations fixed in dictionaries) including components of abstract nature covering the semantics of all derived 
meanings. In other words, the notion of a subject as it is and a subject similar to it (metaphor) is possible. 
1.3. Lexical eidos definding 
The analysis of the given above point of view in regard to essence and specifics of linguistic world-image makes 
possible to define a hypothetic status of such phenomenon as LE and in what manner linguistic world-image is 
represented in it. Since the method of reality conceptualization typical of language is partially nationally specific, 
the most significant components of a meaning representing such world view are established in LE indeed. Defining 
them it’s possible to detect the stereotypes of reflections by person consciousness of subjects and phenomena 
corresponding to both scientific and partially naive worldviews with account of the fact that the latter frequently has 
nothing naive except for refracted reflection of reality at a certain stage of human consciousness development.  
Let’s cite the analysis of several polysemantic words of other lexical semantic groups. Thus, the LE of the word 
mountain takes the following form: a part of the Earth’s surface, larger than a hill with steep sides rising above the 
level of the adjacent land, or something like a mountain (a large amount/pile of something rising above the level of 
the adjacent place or someone much bigger than others). The features of abstract nature (in parentheses) are the base 
of such meanings as a mountain of food, a mountain of laundry, a mountain of trouble/work/evidence. 
Thus, detected LE of the word knee apart from the most essential features of the first meaning middle joint of the 
leg, where legs bends includes an abstract essence: a projection with an angular bent. LE is embedded in all 
meanings of this word, such as knee of a supporting (metal) structure, knee of a tree branch/timber, knee of a 
furniture leg, knee of a stair handrail, knee of a curve, etc. 
The LE of the word cheek – one of the two soft side parts of the face below the eyes or one of the two 
corresponding lateral parts of anything. This LE is embedded in all meanings of this word, such as  cheek of a 
door/gate, cheek of a hammer, cheek of a mast, cheek of a vise, cheek of a foundry flask. 
The LE of a word neck – the part of the body which joins your head to the rest of the body or a narrow part of 
anything often near the top. This LE is embedded in all meanings of this word, such as neck of a bottle, neck of a 
land, neck of a guitar/violin, etc.  
The components of abstract nature are formed due to modified transcendental experience of what we see and 
describe some transcendentally reduced cogito, but as reflecting subjects do not carry out natural supposing of being 
which is included in original direct perception of these meanings, taking place when direct plunging into the world. 
LE as a reflection of other order loses original mode corresponding to the direct act of contextual perception of a 
meaning. 
It should be noted that the combination of defined components of abstract nature is not chaotic. The aggregate of 
subjects and notions standing for a polysemous word meanings which, if we take into account their synthesis 
possibility, are always noematically interrelated, is also not chaotic in correlative regard. For this purpose we need to 
contemplate, discover the essence of things themselves. As a result carried out analysis acquires its transcendental 
base.  
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2. Conclusion 
Every language speaker acts exclusively within his/her cognitive domain. The language has the function to 
orientate the person in his/her cognitive domain. Therefore, actually, the speaker has no physical possibilities to 
transmit the substance using associated language means, i.e., the sense which he/she associates with this form in 
his/her consciousness. In the communication process no information transfer by means of a language occurs, 
because the listener creates information, reducing uncertainty by interactions in his/her own communicative and 
cognitive domain (Pesina, Solonchak, 2014).   
The interaction of the entire concept volume in the conditions of a permanent «communicative time pressure» 
(minimum time for perception and reaction in the speech flow) would not satisfy the most important principle of 
saving which foresees using minimum cognitive efforts in the verbal and mental processes. Omission of this and 
other above factors will produce fragmented knowledge which will not bring us closer to the synthesis in 
understanding of the language and thinking phenomenon (Solonchak, Pesina, 2014).  .  
Lexical eidos is formed as a result of the numerous manifestations of contextual meanings. It is formulated as a 
result of abstracting from everything that is psychic and those predicates of the objective world, the presence of 
which is personally conditioned. It’s possible to suppose that invariant meanings of polysemantic words are 
systemically important units which demonstrate the non-reflectivity of the language system level in relation to the 
speech level. It should be noted phenomenology has always taken interest in such language system universal units 
revealing. LE includes the programme for all (or almost all) particular meanings of a word and, vice versa, each 
variant has subtle reference to a model which manages the process of transferred meanings semiosis. 
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